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distribution of mankind. In a general way this classification is followed 
in the treatment of the topics : migration, area, boundaries, coast peo- 
ples, oceans, rivers, peninsulas, island peoples, plains, steppes ahd 
deserts, mountain barriers and climatic influences. Under these head- 
ings is gathered a veritable mine of facts, there being on an average no 
less than eighty-five explicit citations of sources for each of the seven- 
teen chapters. As a source-book alone, therefore, the work is invalu- 
able. A number of illustrative maps admirably reinforce principles 
stated in the text. Moreover, the greater part of the theoretical dis- 
cussion, as far as it goes, is illuminating. 

The reader who expects to find in the volume a succinct and coordi- 
nated statement of principles and a well-constructed theory in which 
there is adequate presentation of the importance of the various geo- 
graphic influences on man in relation to each other, together with their 
importance as a whole in relation to other influences, will be disap- 
pointed. On the other hand, the searcher for specific illustrations of 
particular classes of influence or for critical discussion of hypotheses 
and principles relating to these particular classes will find both in 
abundance. The book, however, is far from being a mere catalogue 
of facts roughly classified ; it is rather a remarkably well written and, 
in the main, successful attempt to present all available evidence within 
its field. Certainly it is a work which no student in any branch of 

political science can afford to overlook. 

A. A. Tenney. 
Columbia University. 

The Changing Chinese : The Conflict of Oriental and Western 
Cultures in China. By Edward Alsworth Ross. New York, 
The Century Company, 191 1. — xvi, 356 pp. 

To the student of human society, no matter from what particular 
angle he regards it, modern China has a fascinating interest. The 
struggle going on there involves more than a question of governmental 
control or of dynastic security. Titanic social forces, reaching deep 
down into the lives of the people, are battling for supremacy. The 
economic future, the future of the family, of education, of religion, of 
morals as well as of the state, tremble in the balance. Indeed we are 
permitted to observe in China nothing less significant than a whole 
civilization, older by far than any other in existence, seething in the 
melting pot. The book under review, with its suggestive sub- title, is 
thus peculiarly opportune. It is also of just the right character. It is 
not a pleasing chronicle of a summer's journey. There is in it little 
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description of natural scenery , born of an enthusiastic appreciation of 
artistic values — not because Professor Ross lacks such appreciation, but 
because he found no place in his plan for such embellishment. He was 
interested in China only in so far as it helps to explain the Chinese. 
His book gives us a picture of what he has seen — a picture in which 
light and shadow have been so manipulated as to throw into bold re- 
lief the important, fundamental forces of Chinese civilization. It is a 
picture that impresses one with its apparently photographic accuracy. 

There are ten chapters in the book, each of which deals with some 
such topic as the race fiber of the Chinese, the race mind, the struggle 
for existence in China, China's industrial future, the opium evil, foot- 
binding of the women, Christianity and education. The picture as a 
whole is one of a people that stands as a grim exemplification of the 
Malthusian law. The structure and ethics of the family and of the 
social group have been such as to put heavy emphasis upon early mar- 
riage and numerous progeny. Consequently population has increased to 
the point where the "positive checks" have become gruesomely opera- 
tive. The murder of female infants , plagues and famine, an almost in- 
credible infant-mortality rate — all these testify in China to the essential 
soundness of Malthus's contention. The struggle for existence among 
the great body of people has, in consequence, become so terrible and 
exacting that in some places donkeys cannot stand the competition of 
men as beasts of burden ! Overstrain and premature deaths are the 
inevitable results. Unhygienic living, impure water and lack of sanita- 
tion have through selection made the Chinese peculiarly resistant to 
noxious microbes ; but the bitterness of the economic struggle has dead- 
ened rather than stimulated individual initiative, thus precluding the 
possibility of invention and of progress, has resulted in the utter denu- 
ding of the forests, with all of the unfortunate consequences of deforesta- 
tion, and has given rise to a wasteful and deadening system of nepotism 
and sinecurism in every department of public and private business ad- 
ministration. The improvement that may be expected in sanitation 
etc. as time goes on will probably lower the death rate ; but, unless 
there is a break with the past and with those social ideals that stimulate 
a high birth rate , the outcome will be simply further and extreme over- 
crowding with a great " outthrust " of population, and then Chinese 
emigration is likely to become a world question. 

The " yellow peril " Professor Ross sees as an economic peril. He 
flouts the notion of a Chinese military conquest, because of the com- 
plete extinction of the military spirit in China and the great improba- 
bility of its revival. A general policy of exclusion may successfully 
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stem the tide of Chinese immigration ; but against the competition of 
a manufacturing China, adopting the industrial methods of the West 
yet employing its own incredibly cheap but diligent and clever labor, 
no western nation will be able to hold its own in the neutral markets 
of the world. But before China attains this degree of industrial power 
it will have to supply its own enormous market ; it will have to train its 
laborers to factory methods ; it will have to reorganize its system of 
business ethics, eliminating the petty and wasteful system of graft 
and nepotism that now impedes enterprise ; and it will have to 
overcome its " lust for immediate profit" for the sake of larger returns 
in the future. " The fact is ," says Professor Ross, 

the faulty past lies too heavily on the mind and the character of contem- 
porary Chinese. . . . Perhaps the moral atmosphere will not clear till there 
has come a marked let-up in the struggle for existence. . . . People do not 
judge one another very strictly when each acts with the abyss ever before 
his eyes [page 137]. 

All this, the author concludes, " will long delay the harnessing of the 
cheap labor power of China to the machine. Not we, nor our children, 
but our grandchildren will need to lie awake nights " (page 138). 

Professor Ross gives also interesting outlines of the history and pre- 
sent status of the heroic fight against opium and of the campaign against 
the cruel and inhuman " footbinding " of the women. Professor Ross 
interprets very sympathetically the work of the Christian missions, 
especially that of the modern mission schools, colleges and individual 
workers who are emphasizing the realization of the kingdom of heaven 
here on earth and Christian charity and fellowship in our present rela- 
tions between man and man rather than the ultimate salvation or dam- 
nation of the human soul. In the new education which is spreading 
like wild-fire through China, Professor Ross finds some of the difficul- 
ties and dangers that confront the children of immigrants in this 
country. Cutting loose from the traditions of the past and getting 
only the material and not the moral ideals of the new life involve a 
weakening of moral responsibility that is fraught with ominous conse- 
quences. Whether the transformation in China will thus prove a curse 
or a blessing time and the quality of the new leadership alone can tell. 

To one who has read Professor Ross's book the daily news from 
China will have a new interest and significance. To the student it 
represents a scientific study and analysis of the first importance. The 
interest of the book is increased by many photographic illustrations. 

Eugene E. Agger. 



